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Young men who have sex with men (YMSM), and particularly ethnic minority YMSM, experience high incidence HIV infection due to continued patterns of high-risk sexual behaviour. The intent of this research was to systematically solicit input and recommendations from YMSM themselves concerning the kinds of HIV prevention programmes that would best meet their needs and would address risk issues they believed are critical. In-depth qualitative interviews were conducted with a sample of 72 purposively selected YMSM to identify necessary components of HIV prevention targeting YMSM. Respondents noted a need for comprehensive HIV prevention programmes that addressed issues related to dating and intimacy, sexuality and arousal, drugs and alcohol, self-esteem and self-worth, abuse and coercion, and sexual identity. Respondents emphasized the importance of keeping programmes confidential, fun, comfortable, accepting and open to all YMSM regardless of sexual identity. Identified community resource needs included safe havens for youth, more peer educators and older MSM mentors, increased school-based sexuality education, and greater support from the society at large as well as from churches, the gay community and communities of Color. Implications of these findings for HIV prevention are discussed.